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Hitler then gave Frau Goebbels the advice not to allow
her emotions to harm the Party by creating a scandal.
She wanted to divorce Goebbels. For years she has
been on the verge of doing so.
But Hitler's "fatherly advice" has won the day. And
Hitler has remained Frau Goebbels' private adviser and
friend ever since. Hers is the only private house that
Hitler has visited since the outbreak of war. With
Magda he discusses the affairs of the men around him
in the few hours when he relaxes from his work on
the war.
Magda Goebbels has only one competitor nowadays.
It is Fraeulein Eva Rapp, who, rumour said at the
end of 1939, had been married to Hitler secretly. The
rumour is untrue, but it is true that Fraeulein Rapp
has been with Hitler very frequently since the outbreak
of the war.
Eva Rapp was once assistant to Hoffman, Hitler's
personal photographer. She used to be with Hoffmann
whenever he made portrait studies of Hitler. Eva is respon-
sible for the only picture which shows Hitler laughing,
roaring with laughter.
While Hoffmann focused the camera on Hitler his
face was so serious that the photographer asked him to
smile before he took the picture. Hitler refused.
"You look so serious that you make me almost cry,"
said Eva, and Hitler looked at her and laughed. Hoff-
mann shot and next day he showed Hitler the photo-
graph.
It had to be withheld from publication, because
Hitler did not think it dignified enough, but he made a
present of it to Eva. "You are one of the few people
who can make me laugh," he said, and whenever he
feels like being made to laugh again he sends for her.